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TO THE 


# Reverend Mr. MORELL. 


Reverend Sir, 
77 whoſe Mames are under-writ- 


ten, return you our moſt bearty 


| p Thanks, for the ug excellent Sermon, 


this Day preached unto us, in the Cha- 


pel of St. Ann, at this Place. And we 


defire you will be pleaſed to Print it, at 


our Expence; which will be an Addition 


zo the many Obligations you have confer- 
red on the Inhabitants of this Place, fince 


WE 


— —_ 


Kew, Dec. 11. 


1737. 
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I CANNOT but receive 
1 great Satisfaction from 


1 


your kind Acceptance of 


my Miniſtry, as Aſſiſtant to 
one, whoſe Abſence you 
mourn not more, than the 
unhappy Occaſion of it, his 
Blindneſs : And this freſh 
Inſtance of your Eſteem I 
look upon as a peculiar Fa- 
vour; but ſhould gladly 
have excuſed the Compli- 
ment of printing my Ser- 


mon; 


—— — on — — 


2 — DE DICAT TON. 5 il 
mon; for I am realiy obliged 

to make the ad Apo 
ogy, that it is an haſty Per-. 
formance, and by no means | 
intended for the Preſs. How- 
ever, as you have made it 
Tours, by your Approbation 
and Requeſt, I am very lit? 
tle concern'd for, either 
Praiſe - or Cenſure. My, 
Defire is to oblige you, and 
to ſhew myſelf in this, as in 
all other Reſpects, | 


Gentlemen, 


1 | „ Ne moſt obedient, 2 Y 
| | 


ö and humble Servant, 


1 IT. Morell. 


1 "Prarie CXIX,; . 96. 00 


4 4 ſee that all Things « come to an % 


= : Or rather; in the later Verſion, 


$' 


1 ave len an End 7 al ofen. 6 


L 


— 2 


T is not very material, to know, 
q who was, the Author of this excellent 
| " Pſalm, upon what occaſion it was wrote, 


Order: The Commentators are not agreed: 
Waving thrrefore all trifling Diſpute, I ſhall, 
| look upon it as the Royal Penman's, and full 


containing ſome beautiful Reflections, and al- 


; moſt all the Precepts of Faith and Obedience. 
Oaly this we may obſerve, that, tho' the 
Principal Aim of the Author be to magnifie 
| B the 


or why ſo artfully framed, in an alphabetical 


1 | _ vorthy the honourable Place it holds; as. 


— 


V_— TT 


* 
a a. 
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a 
the Law, or Word of God, (mention whereof 


is 8 made in every Verſe under 


different. Titles) yet. cach Ogdoad hag f 


Particular point in View ; and this before us 
Wks ietended"@s" fr forth the Defolts 8 
Inſtability of all human Perfections, when 
compared with the unchangeable Truth, and 
pure Word of God. 


For why ſome Would ſuppoſe that by Per- 
feition is meant Martyrdom, I cannot conceive z 
nor why the Latins interpret it of Chriſt; 
ſince the Antitheſis, or Oppoſition in the lat- 
ter part of the Verſe declares for the forego- 
ing Interpretation, and runs parallel with that. 
of the Prophet, Ja. xl. 6. . The Voice ſaid, 
Cry ; and be faid, What ſhall I cry? all 
Fb is Graſs, and all the Goodlineſs thereof 
as 'the Flower of” the Fi eld, the Graſs wit hereth, 
and the Flower fadeth, tut the W rd of our, 
God abideth for ever, So David, bade ſeen 
an End of all Perfection, but thy Command 
ment is exceeding broad. 


From this  Acceptation of the Words of 
my Text we ate led to conſider | the J alfi. 
ciency 


| [3] 

1 ciency of all human Contentments, ſuch: as 
niſdom, Health, Strength, Beauty, Riches, 
and the like defeclive Perfecions, decay- 

A ins Felicities. Does not the Excellency 


bi And indeed without applying to. the piercing. 
ik Eye of Faith, by which David here ſays, 
1 mon Experience flings various Inſtances 
1 in our way. How often have we ſeen the 

| | dying Embers of an heroic Flame ; the laſt 

| | Remains of much-admired Wiſdom : : and 

1 the whole Cycle of Learning reduced almoſt 
[ | to the narrow Compaſs of an Horn- book! 
There is ſcarce a Day but what exhibits ſome 
f | new-faln Beggar: And, to the great Mortifi-- 
N cation of ſome, and Grief of others, we have 
a ſeen Strength and Beauty dwindle into Weak- 
in Duſt; and the brigheſt Glories of a Throne 
bl Wewatowea up in Darkneſs. 


i Such, and of ſo periſhable a Nature are 
the beſt of theſe lower Perfections, that, like 
Bubbles, they ſwell indeed, and ſtand for a 


B 2 Time 


1 Wt that is in them, ſaith Eliphaa, go e e 


2. bud feen an End of all Perfeion, com- 


neſs and Deformity ; the higheſt Honours laid | 


C141); 
Time above the reſt of the Water, but in 2 
Moment fink, and are loſt for: ever. 


* 


and deſcend to Particulars, according to the 
ordinary Diviſion of Perfection, viz. of Mind, 
* . and of outward Efate. 


ary I. Of the perfection of the Mind; 


Wiſdom and Knowledge; which aodonbeddly: 


claim the Preference to all other, as being 
founded, and ſeated in an immaterial, ever- 
laſting Subject. When then the Underſtand- 
ing, that rich Treaſure-houſe of the Soul, is 
ſtored with all manner of uſeful Knowledge, 
laid in by watchful Obſervation and Experi- 
ence, and improved by ſerious Meditation and 
Study; and when to theſe Acquirements the 
Qraaments of Grace and Virtue are added, 
ſo that a Man forms a right Judgment in all 
things, and proportions his Concern to their 
real Value in the whole; this is the utmoſt 


rerſection 


This I ao is a ite subject, and al- 
moſt-exhquſted; but as it carries its Inſtruction 
along with it, and will prove a proper Intro- 
duction to my preſent Deſign, I ſhall endea- 
vour to give the uſual Arguments a new Dreſs, 
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i many ſinful Prejudices, obſtructed by ſo many 
i | bag Neceſſities, hindered, and interrupted 
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1 much Wi zſdom is much Grief, and he that in- 


[7 T 


Perfection that human Nature is capable of. 


gut notwithſtanding! we are capable of this 
Perfection, and have Faculties fitted for 
that Purpoſe, yet in this preſent State of 
Things, theſe Faculties are clogged with ſo 


in their Operations by ſo many uregular 
Y Paſſions, that it is almoſt impoſſible even for 
the beſt of Men to attain to any Degree of it, 
in this Life: And if attained, what is the 
© Conſequence ? But that, as Solomon lays, In 


© creaſeth Knowledge: increaſeth Sorrow, occa- 
ſioned no doubt by the Subtlety and Entangle- 
| ment of Error, the various Involutions of 


E j Controverſies and Diſputes, and the immenſe 


Labour, that is yet behind, if a Man thinks 
to travel thro' the great Abyſs of Ignorance. 


| 
From hence ariſes that painful Anxiety, that 


| attends the Diſeaſe of Curioſity, and thoſe 
| Promethean Cares that continually prey upon 
the Spirits of the moſt knowing and inquiſi- 
tive Men. And after all, without diligent 
Attention, and repeated eons, ſtamped 
| Sep upon the Mind, the Memory will ſoon 


boſe 


1 


3 
Ka, 4 


6] 


loſe moſt part of its choiceſt Treaſures; and 
by Diſeaſe the whole Repoſitory may in a 


Moment be deſtroyed. If not; Old Age, na- 
turally covetous in other things, will in a 
few Days waſte, or part with, unconcerned, 
the laborious Acquirements of many 'Years : 
And at laft Death cloſes up the Scene. For 
wiſe Men die, ſays the Pſalmiſt, as well as Fools. 
And ſo we ſee an End of this Perfection. 


II. Fares it thus with the moſt diſtinguiſh- 
ing Faculties of the rational Soul, what ſhall 
we think of all the periſhing Glories of the 


Body, as Health, Strength and Beauty ? Tis 


the Will of God, that Health, that great 
Bleſſing, wit hout which Life is ſcarce deſir- 
able, ſhould be ever flowing, and uncertain, 
ſubject to innumerable Diſeaſes, which if it 


happily eſcapes for a few Years, it becomes 


a Prey to old Age, and its Sickneſs is incur- 


able. For what Remedies will avail, when 


the moſt skilful Phyſician cannot but in 
time feel the Weight of it himſelf, and bows 
down under it ?---- And where ſhall we look 
for Strength, when Health, its only Support, 1s 


gone? When the Sinews are all unlooſed, 


the 
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| the. Solids . and the Knees, ſmite one 


Lan 


j 
1 N 


q at. the 3 Ruin of his Houſe A Clay, 
7 a ben the Rock is removed, as Fob ſays, and the 
3 rong Mountains fall? And Nabum iii. 9. 
F 199 5 and Egypt were her Strength, and it 
'Y as infinite, yet was ſhe carried amay,. ſhe 
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% ent into Captivity, they caſt Lots for her 
3 5 onourable Men, and all her great Men werg 
| * Wound in Chains ? As for Beauty, that darling 
F ol; how frail ! howflittle ! how undeſerv- 
ing the Devotion that is generally paid ity. 
I when upon the leaſt Reflection we ſhall find, 
| 1 at Favour is a Lie, and Beauty is vain, or. as 
7 ob ſays, Thou deflroyeſt: the Hope of Man. ; : thog. 
Wrevaile/t againſt him, and he palſeth; thou, 
3 Pargeft his Countenance, and ſendeſt him away. 

| C Laſtly, What ſhall we fay of Life itſelf, the 
| Pbject of theſe united Perfections, but that 
1 W Scripture Phraſe, it fadeth as the Flower, 
I withereth as the Herb, it runneth by as a, 
Niver, it paſſeth as a Shadgw, and as a Dream 
1 | yaniſheth away; more fleet than the Mind, 


mor * 


ir J ] 
more e 15 celly than a 05 Jin and more vaig "than 
Vanity 725 ſo that che moſt perfect Com- 
poſitioh of the Kind may ſay with Job, To 
C or ruption, thou art my Father, and to the 
Worm, thou art my Mother and Sifter ;, and in 
his moſt healthful Days cannot but have this 
fat and ſober Admonition in his Mind, There 
is but a Step between me and Death ; Bt a Man 
dieth in his full Strength, being wholly at Egſe 
and Quiet. Tea, even Princes Breath goeth 


+ 4%f 


forth, he returns to the "Earth, and then all A 


his T, bought periſh... And ſo endeth this Per- 
fection. 


{\ - 
Wi A0 what has been aid, 


the Perfections without us, which as they are 


of much leſs Value, ſo alſo of ſhorter Dura- 


tion. For what are Riches, with all their 


Splendor, but ſpecious Trifles? What the in- A 
ceſſant Thought and long Labour employed 
in getting them, but ſolemn Impertinencies? 


ſince the perpetual Care that at beſt attends 


the Enjoyment of them proves often in vain; 


and notwithſtanding the moſt prudent. Ma- 
nagement, 


*twould be | 4 | 
holding a Candle to the Sun, to ſpeak of 


they will play their common 
Trick, 1 


* 41 17 { NH. 
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— 

j Trick, tale to > themſelves 2 ings, and "le 
aby. And aſter all, if they were not pe. 
J niſbable in heifelves, and did not die to us, 


1 f 4 yet muſt we die to them, for the rich Man 
Lieth down, and when he opens his Eyes, he. is 
: Y not. Nor much more can we ſay of Honour, 
„ but that, as Lightning, which paſſes by, ſtays 
„ not to cheriſh, only dazzles, and it may be 
1 1 ſcorches; ſo the Shine of all earthly Glories 
5 1 | ftartles the Mind, dmuſes us, inflames our 
4 © Deſires after them, and goes out. For Man 
5 Yin in Honour abideth not, ſaith the Lord, 
Ind to one Prince, Thy Kingdom is departed 
from thee ; and to another, I have numbered 
| 2 Kingdom, and | finiſhed it. 
* mM In ſhort, whatever outward. Eontentment 
4 * we conſider in this View, we ſhall find that 
2% F nftability is its Portion. Be it a Multitude 
Ig 4 of Friends, delicate Fare, coſtly Apparel, or 
ed 1 [ately Buildings. For I will ſinite the Win- 
«> er Houſe, and the Summer Houſe ; the Houſes 
; ml. M Wr Ivory ſhall periſh, and the great Houſes ſhalt © 
in; {Pave an End, faith the Lord. All theſe Per- 
4. fections are juſtly likened to ſhallow Waters, 


| which, when Children” behold the Imagery 
C therein, 
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therein, they are kN to think as deep as the 
Hegven's are high; buy wiſer, Folk know, 
that as a Shower made dem "= he N n 
ſhipe will * them, Up .. „ dene, ae 


These! is yet an PN FER] 8 
ing theſe Perfections, which fill renders them 
more unſatisfaftory. and yain; 1 meap, their 
Dependance upon each other, and. that with 
out the Whats, which i ls what no one ever yet 
attained to, tis impoſſible for a Man to by 
aa urg For what Satisfaction can 
Learning an 
this Life only, to a crazy and ſick ly Conftis 
tution? How | deſpicable . is een and 


14 


Berben m pled, and a, Man cannot nul. 
vn 


his own. Spirit, ut is enflayed by Luſt, lifted 
up with ride, or torn with Revenge. and 


907 7 And + a poor Fi igure do Riche 4 1 
make when attended with Diſgrace But it 
ſuppoſe 2 Man ſo wiſe in his Contrivances, 


and fo happy in the Execution of them, that 


at leaf}, in the Eye of the World, he can 9 


patch up a Garment of all theſe outward Pers 


fFaions, vet with the Propher we may fay, J 
That | 4 


89 * 


Knowledge 1 give, with regard ta L | 


ö fo i 

chat T*, Covering bs nor wor ius this o Alus 
| ö can wrap himſelf in it. The Soul, notwiths 
ſtanding theſe glittering Orhaments, is MII 


bare and naked, and as ſuch muſt one Day 
N take its Trial: IA Trial which the mightieſt Po- 
I tentate upon Earth muſt ſubmit to, as well as 
te pooreſt Peaſant, Happy inen the poor 
lan, whoſe Actions ever ſdwared with the 
1 J {common Rules of Juſtice and Honeſty, and 
y | who, to the heſt of his Knowledge, in Sim- 
al Pleite ferved his God ; ages dll Tears ſhui 
. wiped away from his Eos, and Trouble an 
Pp * Borrow ſhall be. no nor: And thiice happy a 
1 | hat Prince, who made it ever his Buſineſs to 


Suard the Innocent, and relieye the Oppreſ- 
ro 1 * ſed, to encourage Virtue, and protnote the 

creſt of true Religion, thereby preſerving 
8 Peace and Harmony, which preſeryes 


Pray King of Terrors with andaunted Cou- 


4 L age, not only truſting with the good King 
2 9 Hezekidh, in his own Integrity, but in the 
6 al lerits of a Saviour, whoſe Cauſe he was more 


1 Punt in Title the Defender of. This is He, who 
all be welcom' d with the good Steward into 


15 29 5 Foy, and ſhall ſhine forth as the Sun 


CA in 
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* | 
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in the Kingdom of the Father.. This is He, Y 


whoſe; Memory, Ages to come ſhall reve- 
rence, : and lateſt n think n. of 
. 


* 
_ 7 


21 doubt not i W the very mentioning 
my Text, the ſad Occaſion of our preſent 
Mourning occurred to your Thoughts; I 
mean the Death of our late gracious Queen, 
as ſhe was indeed the Pattern of all Perfec- 
tion. And I ſhould be very forgetful of my 
Duty, and the Station J bear in this Place, if 
in ſpeaking of the Death of good Princes, I 
did not offer my ſmall Tribute of Praiſe to 
the Memory of ſo good a Queen; though it 
were only reminding you, of what you know 
already; for I would give you: Facts, and not 
Words s 


N 1 not ſay chen, that ſhe was the 
Glory of her Sex, and an Ornament to the 
higheſt Honours. upon Earth? The many 


Hours ſhe ſpent in the moſt, profound Stu- 
dies, her Engagement in the moſt ſubtle Diſ- 


putes, and the general Patronage ſhe was 


* to giye to Arts and Sciences, ſpeak 
her 


* 
11 
vo 
a! 
: 
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1 
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n 
her Mind to he truly igreatù her Apprehen- 
W ul quick: and lively, land her judgment 
3 Piereing and ſolid.: But much more does that 
Facility and: Dexterity, with which ſhe ma- 
Tage alone che moſt weighty Affairs, ſo late- 


| A W experienced to the general Satisfaction of 


the Nation, ſhew the Strength of a well- 
nurtured Genius, and her Worthineſs to wear 
1 db Honours ſhe wax born ta. 15n 1 
q But theſe. Matters: are above our Hach, 
and her private Life will be a. more proper, 
5 well as mont inſtructive homo; lince her 


% 


«SA W#-s N 


1 Her Ane to. ay - Procifiane Ciuſe; 
| ould not be manifeſted more, than by her 


| 4 Refuſal in Marriage, for Religion's Sake, we 


$ | reſume, of one -of the. greateſt Princes in 
4 Europe; and it pleas'd God to reward her with 
Another of a better Perſuaſion. Since when, 
her publick Acts of Devotion have been ever 
I” * and uniform; her Behaviour grave 

and exemplary; ſerious, but not affected; 
AJ calm, but not cold; and hen fervent, * 
Y free 


[14] 

free from all intemperate Heat, and exttaya« 
gant Superſtition. In ſhort, her whole" De- 
pottment was  fuch;; that all you that have 
ſeen het, could tot but be alike piouſy in- 


clined, and acknowledge a — * 14 


Nr te r ee e 770 


. Charity; chisn 10 oe Offipring my Hay, was | 1 


her next darling Virtue ; for ſhe well knew 


what a peculiar Value che Almighty has ſet F 


upon it it his Word, and by this ſacred Rule 
proportioned: her Cate and directed her Con» 


duct; impartially kind, and uni verſally a 9 


nur ſing Motber; whtre- ever A ffliction was, 1 | 


there was ſhe, ready to difiribute; willing td 
communicate, but more particularly to diſtreſt 
Merit, and the unfortunate Great; her Pen- 


ſions to decayed Gentry, &. amounting to 
near Ten Thouſand Pounds a Year, which 


we hear his Majeſty, / out of his wonted 4 


Goodneſs, is n — to continue. 


The accurate Choice ſhe a0 f thoſe 


few Friends, to whom ſhe vouchſafed an In- 
timacy, (being recommended to her by her own n 
diſtinguiſhing Marks of Goodneſs, Virtue, and 
Fi- 


— — 
ES” 


C191]; 

I Fidel) and the aprecable Sweetneſs with 

which ſhe tempered Majeſty i in her. Con ver- 

ben with them, plainly ſnewed the Clear - 

1 dels af her Underſtandiag in Social Life, and 

1 | that proper Aocompliſhments could 8 
4 4 1 Du as e the Council- Robes | 

. Ste R205 (1132; 51:05 

9 But 1 conn paſs by a Friendihip. of of the 

ſtrideſt Tie, and higheſt Obligation; I mean 

4 de Connubial. Her Love to the King ber 
4 usband was as engaging, as Gracefulneſs 

End * wen bende Ane ———— it; 


on | 3 and ſteady Mind, — A 
1 | gion, ver ſill en my" * 


7 
9 


| 
Y Wi che fame graceful: ExaQtne; did ſbe 
up Jiſcharge, other relative Duties; bow judi- 
FU ous was her Care in the Education of, and 
«d 9 bow diſcreet her Fondneſs in Converſation 
ith her Children, who with Virtue anſwer'd 
| ber Care, and with true filial Bice equal. 
F< all her Love! | 
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faithful. Services 'with-ſuitable Encourage- 


Submiſſion on her 'Sick-Bed, to the Will of 


—Uä—ä — 


not but obſerye, That the decent Paſſion, and Why! 
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25039542 vIdiooms 9113 bas (y3ilob! 
ah La ndt mention here ber Saadet, to 
von her Servant, (always: rewarding your 


ment; or with What decent Order [ſhe ma- 
naged all her Domſtick Affairs diſcreetly | 
generous, and elegantly frugal ; but ſhall 
comecto the laſt Scene of het Life, when her 
Patience; under the afflicting Hand of Gods 
was | * great 8 80.2051 
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1;$hb had indeed as: large a Portion of " i 
Bleſſings of this Life, as Royal Affluence 
could adminiſter, as a Wife, a Mother, a 
Queen; but even Princes muſt- ſubmit to 
Sickneſs, and all Earthly Perfections will 18 
have an End. But fuch was her patient i K 


God, that tho ſhe doubly ſuffer d both in 
the tender Love towards thoſe ſhe was about 
to leave, and the grievous Pains ſhe muſt 
needs feel; yet ſo ferene and calm was her 
Mind, and ſo compoſed ' her Countenance, l 
that ſhe ſeemed the leaſt affected Perſon in 
all the melancholy Palace: And here we can- 


: 2 
un- 
4 
£ i 


1 


nfeigned Tears of the afflicted King, gave an 
r eminent Proof of her incomparable Worth; 
d ſurely never was an extraordinary Degree 
1 i 'F Patience more wanting, ſo violent was her 
y | Sickneſs, and fo ſevere her Pains; and never 


" 
Il "Was it exerciſed in a more ſerious and chri- 
Tr 4 Fan- like Manner; ſo refign'd was her Beha- 


1, F our, and ſo devout her Prayers: Death was 
fir from looking terrible, that the reach'd 
+ | [. ut to him, as an unſhackled Priſoner would 


1 d his kind Deliverer; or a blind Man, to a 
b yſician that could give him Light. And 

Cy What could this eminent 'Strength of Mind, 
to | [ yond her Sex, be owing to, but the Con- 
ill | 1 Eiouſncls of a well-ſpent Life, and the 
rtain Hope, that, thro' the Merits of her 
"RB dee mer, ſhe was now entering upon a Bet- 


ny , to exchange a corruptible Crown for an 
but rorruptible One, even the Crown of Righ- 
uſt | 1 


4 2 which the Lord, the righteous Fudge, 
ut groe her at the laſt Day, and not to her 


ce, „ but unto all Fer 4 5 that love bis Ap- 
in i ie R 


This is a faint Repreſentation of the ad- 
un- 'y irable Qualities of our deceaſed Queen, and 
| (\ D a 


1463 
a proper Inſtance, I think, of the Inſtability 
of all human Perfections. To return there- 
fore to my Text, and the Uſe we ought to 
make of theſe Reflections: ; 


r 
. 


. . Hence learn we not to doat on Trifles, or 
- purſue a Shadow; but with the Eye of Faith 
to look through theſe ſeeming Perfections, to 

the infinite Perfection of the divine E/ſ#nce, 
the firſt of Beings, and the Ia, of Ends; and 
contemplate the inconceiveable Appen of 
thoſe, who ſhall enjoy the Communications 
of his Bleſſedneſs. Such a glorious Proſpect 
will raiſe our Minds above this preſent World, 
and inſpire a generous Diſdain of all vain 
Pleaſures, tranſitory Glories, and ſhort uncer- 
_tain . Advantages here below. This is true 
Wiſdom. — - Lord, teach us ſo to number our 
Days, that we may apply our Hearts unto it. 


I. That whatever Treaſures and Talents 
we are Maſters of, we boaſt not ; and, under 
the falſe Name of Acqui/7 — give the 
Glory of them to our own Counſels and En- 
dea vours; but remember, that all our Suffi- 
ciency is from God; and that every good and 


perfe? 


3 


[ww] 
perfect Gift is from above; and moreover, that 
no Gift is abſolutely compleat and perfect, till 
it return thither again. Reaſon itſelf, which 
diſtinguiſhes us from all other Creatures, gives 
but a faint and glimmering Light, not fo 
much enlightning as betraying the Darkneſs 
of our Underſtanding; and upbraidsour Igno- 
rance, tho” at the ſame time perhaps it increaſes 


our Knowledge. For, be our Knowledge 


ever ſo far extended, the Field of Ignorance 
is infinitely larger. The moſt obvious Things 
in Nature have their Difficulties, which the 
cleareſt Comprehenſion” cannot ſolve; and 
every Particle of Matter ſufficient Qualities to 
puzzle the 'moſt enlarged Underſtanding! of 
thinking Men. So little Reaſon have we to 
pride ourſelyes in the Chief of all human 
Perfections; much leſs then, in the Paint and 
Varniſh of Beauty, which is liable to be 
blown off with every Wind; or in the uti- 
certain Aids of Fortune, which To-day'are 
thine, To-morrow another's, and never con- 
tinue in one Say. A ſtronger Inſtance of the 


Uncertainty of theſe Things, the Contempt of 


Enjoyment, and ſubmiſſiye Patience in the 
Loſs of them, cannot be given, than in Job; 


D 2 Who 
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_ who in that folemn Proteſtation of his Inte- 
ginty, lays, If I have: made Gold my. Hope, or 
have ſaid to the fink Gold, Thou'art my Con- 
Faence: If I rejoiced becauſe my Wealth was 
feat, or becauſe. my Hand had gotten much: 
If T: beheld the Sun when it ſbined, or the 
Moon walking in Brightneſs, i. e. If I had 
ſuffered myſelf to have been enamoured with 
the Glory of outward Happineſs, or its falſe 
Luſtre to have dazled mine Underſtanding, 
This alſo were an Iniquity to be puniſbed by the 
Judge. For I ſhould have denied the God that 
fs above. From whence we may learn, 


II. That this Wiſdom of confideiog the 
End of all Perfect jons is of excellent Uſe, to 
teach us a decent Moderation in the Enjoy- 
ment, a proper Method in the Uſe, and a pa- 
tient Contentedneſs in the Loſs of any, or of 
all of them. For who ſees not the Folly, as 
well as Danger, of revelling in Delight, and 
rioting in an Exceſs of Luxury; when our Life 
hangs but by a Thread, and God for all theſe 
things will bring us into Judgment? Who would 
ſquander away their Riches in extravagant or 
ſinful Purpoſes, when by laying them out in 
Works 


i 


NTT 
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Works of Picty and Charity, they may he made 
the beſt of - Friends, even ſucb a3 will receive 
us into everlaſting Habitations * Or who would 
ſo attach himſelf to the Things of this Life; as 
to place his All therein; and ſo multiply Sore 
rows to himſelf, by giving Aicbiun Powet 
over him; hen he conſiders, That how great 
ſoever it is, 33 is but for a Moment, und will 
work for him, a far more excteding and eter- 
nal Hog of en ? F rom hence _. 


Laftly, The Wisdom of Lies the End 
of theſe Perfections, will ſet us above their 
Temptations, raze out of our Minds the Im- 
preſſions they have made, and teach us to 
look out for ſomething that is more perfect, 
and will abide with us ſor ever. God, who 
placed us in this tranſitory World, and gra- 
fiked us with theſe imperfect Rnjoyments, 
hath opened our Eyes, not that we might 
fix them upon theſe Things, and be ſolicitous 
after them; but that we might perceive their 
Emptineſs and Vanity ; that they cannot al- 
ways laſt, nor will at all times be of Service 
to us; left, if it were otherwiſe, ſuch is the 
Atheiſm of our Hearts, we ſhould forget the 
Hand 


17 


29 

Hand that gave them; and be ſo attach'd to 
theſe" lower Contentments, as never to deſire 
and thirſt after more ſubſtantial Good, more 
divine Perfections. But now we ate taught 
another Leſſon, that ſince the Faſbion of this 
World paſſeth, ue rejoice, as th we re- 
joiced not, and uſe the Morld, as tho we uſed 
it not, ſitting looſe in our Affections from 
theſe outward Things, as they fit looſe from 
us; and when they are finite, not to let our 
Deſires. after hem be infinite, but. after a 
more perfec Good, which is as immortal as 
the Soul, and large as its capacious Appetite; 
I mean, the glorious Bleſſedneſs of the Saints 
in Heaven, beyond all Imagination happy in 
the Viſion and Communication of Almighty 
God; when Mortality ſhall be ſwallowed up 

of Life, when the Sun ſhall be no more thy 
Light: by Day; neither for Brigbineſi ſhall 
"ps Moon give Light unto t hee; bat:the Lord 
ſhall be unto thee an everlaſting Light, and thy 
God thy Glory. This is the laſt Perfection, this 
our only true Happineſs ; not attainable in- 
deed. in this mortal State; but very requiſite 
is it for us, even Now, to prepare ourſelves for 


it, b y — righteouſly ond ſoberly in this pre- 
5 fent 


[ 23 ] 

ſent World; that when the Time of our Diſſo- 
lution comes, we may reſt in Chrift ; and at 
the laſt Day, when we awake to Judgment, 
ſtripped of all theſe fading Perfection, be 
cloathed upon with our Houſe from God, eter- 
nal in the Heavens, never to ſee an End of 
this Perfection. 
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